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Introduction: 
The uterine suspensory tissue (UST) consisting of the cardinal ligament (CL) and the uterosacral 
ligament (USL), is thought to play an important role in maintaining pelvic structural stability and 
resisting pelvic organ prolapse (POP). Understanding their biomechanics is crucial to comprehend 
the mechanisms of the occurrence of POP. While various constitutive models have been proposed 
in the past to describe the mechanical properties of biological tissues, the selection of the most 
suitable constitutive model for UST still represents an unresolved challenge. 
 
Objective: 
We aimed to employ a neural network (or deep learning model) for autonomous discovery of the 
optimal constitutive model for UST and quantification of the biomechanical properties of UST in 
women with POP. 
 
Methods: 
Six women with POP scheduled for surgery were selected from an ongoing POP research with the 
approval of the IRB. We adopted a constitutive artificial neural network (CANN) to autonomously 
discover the constitutive model of UST. The specific network structure was illustrated in Figure 1. 
This network ensures that the obtained constitutive model satisfies physical laws and provides clear 
physical interpretations for each weight. The UST of these patients were measured in vivo using our 
developed measurement device. A biomechanical model was established based on MRI scans to 
determine the stretch and nominal uniaxial stress for both the CL and the USL. Each participant's 
data for each ligament consisted of 18 pairs, with 15 pairs used for training and 3 pairs used for 
testing. The network was constructed using Keras-2.9.0 and trained for 5000 epochs to ensure 
convergence of the mean squared error (MSE) loss function. The autonomous discovery of 



constitutive models is achieved through network training in this study, with model performance 
quantitatively evaluated using the coefficients of determination (R²). To demonstrate the method's 
effectiveness, we compared its fitting results with a typical Mooney-Rivlin biomechanical 
constitutive model.  
 
Results: 
The parameters of the constitutive model discovered by the trained network are shown in Table 1 
for both CL and USL. Moreover, the network autonomously discovers the constitutive model, as 
shown in Figure 2, and accurately fits the experimental data. Furthermore, Figure 3 demonstrates 
that the autonomously discovered constitutive model through the network achieves superior fitting 
performance in contrast to the Mooney-Rivlin model. 
 
Conclusions: 
In this study, a neural network-based autonomous discovery approach was used to construct the 
constitutive model for POP patients with UST, ensuring it conforms to physical laws and provides 
interpretable weights. This approach outperforms typical biomechanical constitutive models like the 
Monney-Rivlin model in terms of fitting, making it a valuable tool for identifying UST’s 
biomechanics more accurately and furthering our understanding of its mechanisms responsible for 
POP’s occurrence with finite element simulation. 
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